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KENWOOD NEXEDGE

KENWOOD DIGITAL SYSTEMS

AN

Expand the potential of your business with NEXEDGE®
- world-leading digital radios from Kenwood

e GConstant refresh of product lineup — ideal solution for all conventional and trunked communication needs
e Support for mixed analog/digital operation — cost effective and smooth migration from legacy systems

e Spectrum efficient — real 6.25kHz and 12.5kHz operation and increased coverage

¢ Digital modulation - low noise for superior clarity and inherently secure voice/data and GPS functionality

NXD ® The NXDN® technical specifications are open to the public domain.

For details, see www.nxdn-forum.com. The NXDN® Forum is supported by more than 30 companies.

NEXEDGE® VHF/UHF & 800 MHz Digital & FM Mobile Radios NEXEDGE® VHF/UHF & 800 MHz Digital & FM Portable Radios

o0 Me
Coming in
< &
& A -
NX-720(G)/820(G) NX-700/800/900 NX-920(G)
NEXEDGE® VHF/UHF Digital & FM Base Units

NXR-710/810 NXR-700/800/900 NX-220/320 NX-2005/300S NX-200/300/410 NX-420




Simplifying advanced communications
- for even the harshest working environments

DAMM’s fully IP-based TetraFlex® digital radio system is the ideal solution for a wide range - 4

of users, from harsh working environments to large-scale mission critical applications.

Simple to set up, easy to use
TetraFlex® has been designed to provide
robust, scalable, user-friendly and — above
all — 100% reliable digital radio commu-
nications for a vast range of applications.
The system’s Plug’n’Play simplicity, modu-
larity and intuitive user interface makes
TetraFlex® extremely quick to deploy, and
minimizes overall cost of ownership.

Future-proof flexibility and scalability
There is no limit to the size of the net-
work that TetraFlex® can support. The

distributed architecture and TETRA over
IP technology allows easy and effective
network planning and integration. In
addition, built-in scalability and modular
product flexibility secures your invest-
ment for the future.

Compact, versatile and rugged
TetraFlex® base stations are compact
enough to ensure quick and easy out-
door installation, even where space is
limited or under harsh environmental
conditions.

DAMM solutions and support are available worldwide through an exclusive network

of authorized partners

www.damm.dk

Intelligent software for

maximum usability

The intelligent TetraFlex® software ena-
bles simple self-configuring site expan-
sion, even while in operation. TetraFlex®
also comes with a wide range of valuable
integrated software, such as network
management, dispatcher solution, voice/
data recording and replay facilities, SIP
gateway to legacy networks, packet data
gateway and open application interface.

OO DRAMM
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2 2 Dispatch Paramount
for Oil Companies

Oil and gas firms are centralizing

communications to better monitor

field personnel and equipment.
By Tina Blade and Michelle Zilis

2 O CCW Roundup

from Paris
A hot topic at this year’s conference
was the European plan to lobby for a

public-safety broadband allocation.
By Sandra Wendelken

3 Project 25 for
Medical Workers

Saudi Arabia’s Ministry of Health

selected a P25 network to capitalize

on coverage and data features.

By Chris Leonard

2 Narrowbanding for
European Broadband
A report identifies spectrum for future
broadband public-safety systems and
plans to introduce a narrowbanding
approach in Europe. By Thomas Weber
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Safe Cities

Border Interoperability

A 4 81 R =
Several global cities, including Hong
Kong, are using technology to
enhance citizen safety.

Norway and Sweden are adding
technology to communicate across
country borders.
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What does
Zetron offer

elsecan? /'

O A. Complete, continuous
incident control based on
industry standards. This
includes emergency call-taking,
CAD, Mapping, and Dispatch.

D B. The most customizable Ul
in the industry.

[0 C. More radio interfaces than any other vendor,
including P25 CSSI, DMR, TETRA, NEXEDGE®,
MPT 1327, and Sprint® Direct Connect®.

O D. Complete end-to-end network redundancy.

dE. ALL OF THE ABOVE.
Zetron: Complete, Integrated Solutions using Open Architecture
E.‘-.T E Contact: )
. Z A 425-820-6363
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Dispatch

Safe Cities
of the World

S afe city is a hot term right now in mission-critical communications
circles, and as is often the case in our industry, the term means dif-
ferent things depending on whom you ask and what area of the globe
the concept is deployed.

Singapore just awarded four consortia contracts
for a safe city test bed. The goal is to “to improve
situational awareness, interagency coordination and
anticipation of security threats while optimizing the
use of manpower.” See Page 14 for more details.

Video surveillance is one technology often
deployed as part of a safe city concept. After the
Boston Marathon bombings in the United States this
year, video captured at the scene helped police find
and capture the suspects within a few days.

But public video brings up questions of privacy and how much gov-
ernmental monitoring is too much. Jolly Wong, telecommunications
engineer for the Hong Kong Police Force, said Hong Kong is very care-
ful to balance privacy and video surveillance. He said Hong Kong, a
safe city based on very low crime rates, encourages demonstrations and
public gatherings. Often, video technology might be brought in to moni-
tor large crowds of people, but it’s removed following the gathering so
the government is not infringing on citizens’ rights to privacy.

Public-generated information is also part of the safe city concept.
With more mobile devices come more texts, emails, photos and video
clips sent from citizens to public-safety officials. Social networking also
comes into play with news and details of events spreading quickly
through Facebook or other platforms.

All of this leads to higher expectations for public-safety services by
citizens. In the United States, there is an education campaign under way
for young adults who have the expectation that they can text the nation’s
emergency services
number, 9-1-1, and
get emergency serv-
ice. This is not the
case. The U.S. 9-1-1
system isn’t set up to handle texts and they generally are not received at
dispatch centers, but many technology-savvy citizens do not realize this.

The safe city trend and concept will continue to evolve, especially
with government budget reductions in many countries. Each country
and region will adopt and adapt specific to the demands in their area. If
you have interesting information on how your region of the world inter-
prets a “safe city,” I would love to hear from you.

% Qdrra_ wwu-km,
Sandra Wendelken, Editor

swendelken@RRMediaGroup.com

We value your opinions! Please
email your feedback to me at

swendelken@RRMediaGroup.com.
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Inbox

Europe’s Broadband Spectrum

Editor:

Two things are mixed up; we have duplex shift, which
is not that important for Long Term Evolution (LTE) per-
formance, though the wider the better. But the bandwidth
is important, meaning the bandwidth for uplink and
downlink channels. Indeed, can an organization, public or
private, ever claim a bandwidth of 10 megahertz for its
own dedicated use?

In addition to the dilemma of the granted/allowed
bandwidth for the LTE uplink and downlink for private
use by a customer, is the question of how much RF power
would be allowed for an LTE base station. In harsh
(industrial) environments, a frequency of 2.6 GHz (the
frequency band that is now “sold in auction” to large
service providers here in the Netherlands) would prove
to be a problem to ensure coverage in “steel” environ-
ments, such as shipping container storage yards, steel
factories with buildings containing a lot of steel machin-
ery and the (petro) chemical industry with a lot of steel
infrastructure.

The benefits of the wideband LTE communications are
always mentioned, but the network infrastructure needed

to give coverage “everywhere” is not often mentioned or
thought about.

Lex Steenvoorden
Senior Project Engineer
Koning & Hartman

The Netherlands
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RIENCE IN THE OIL & GAS INDUSTRY

With large infrastructures to manage and maintain, radio communication networks are essential to improve team work, increase the safety of the
employees and improve productivity. Data communication for remote wellhead, reservoir and pipeline monitoring as well as people and vehicle location
tracking can be achieved by the same radio network, thereby adding additional value to the radio network. Over the past several years CONNECTEL has
implemented a number of TETRA radio communication systems worldwide achieving full satisfaction of customers in the upstream, midstream and
downstream segment of the oil & gas industry.

ON\ECIEL =

I 8 C o & F O B & F F B

CONNECTEL is an authorized Motorola distributor with over 22 years of know-how in the design,
distribution, installation and service of analogue and digital radio communication systems.
Ranging from basic analog to digital trunking systems, ConnecTel provides solutions for
customers throughout Central and Eastern Europe, the Baltics, Russia, Africa and the Middle East.

PLEASE CONTACT US:

4-434-9166
466-857411
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E-mail: sales@connectel-us.com
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Reliability Availability Safety
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TETRA - P25 - LTE - CAD
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World News

EUROPE

NXDN, dPMR Make Push in Europe, Worldwide

Ithough Europe is dominated by

TETRA technology for public-safety
communications, NXDN and digital Private
Mobile Radio (dPMR) are seeing uptake
and sales in other mission-critical commu-
nications markets as new products roll out.

Kenwood launched its NXDN product
line, NEXEDGE, in Europe four years ago,
and the technology “is selling well,” said
Mike Atkins, managing director of Kenwood
Communications European Headquarters.
“Market share is not as high in Europe as
in the United States due to other technolo-
gies being established in the digital market,
but we are happy with the success of
NEXEDGE and have some major systems
in operation now,” he said.

When Icom launched NXDN worldwide,
it was initially intended to meet the U.S.
2013 VHF and UHF narrowbanding dead-
line. However, the technology has also
helped many regulatory administrations
around the world implement licensing rules
for 6.25-kilohertz technology years before
they were expected too, said an Icom
spokesman. “There is also the realization
that NXDN and dPMR will be viable solu-
tions even when 12.5-kilohertz channels
become full, so any investment in these
protocols now is literally long term and
future proof,” he said.

Markets for NXDN include military,
emergency services, airports, utilities, rail-
ways and hospitality, executives said.

Icom’s dPMR Mode 2 products are sell-
ing well, and the company’s dPMR Mode 3
products, developed in collaboration with

BRUSSELS, Belgium — In spring
2014, ASTRID will launch a broad-
band data service called Blue Light
Mobile, tuned to the needs of the
public safety and security (PSS)
services. At the end of a tender proce-
dure, ASTRID selected three special-
ist partners for the service: Astrium,
Belgacom and Halys.

The ASTRID radio network is
based on TETRA technology, which
doesn’t have broadband data capabili-

Fylde Micro, are now available, allowing
dPMR product choice from license free to
multisite trunking. “We expect dPMR to pick
up a lot more in Europe and other parts of
the world as well,” the Icom spokesman
said.

Kenwood is launching dPMR products
within the next few months. The company
recently announced successful dPMR
interoperability testing, along with lcom and
Kirisun. NXDN is aimed more at the sys-
tems market, whereas dPMR is aimed at
low-cost, low-complexity market sectors.

“dPMR markets are similar to those for
NXDN, but in addition we see dPMR
being particularly strong in the business/
industry (B/l) market, as the range of
FDMA at 6.25 kilohertz is such a strong
bonus for peer-to-peer users,” Atkins said.
“In Europe, the transition of analog to digi-
tal in small- and medium-sized users is
gaining pace strongly, so we see dPMR
benefitting from this.”

The Icom executive said that from a
technology standpoint, NXDN and dPMR
are quite similar, but the lcom NXDN trunk-
ing solution is centered toward migrating
logic trunked radio (LTR) systems to digital,
and the dPMR trunking solution is more
focused on MPT 1327 migrations. Other
small differences such as system scalability
— 48 sites and 60,000 users for NXDN
versus 1,000 sites and 500,000 users for
dPMR — allow Icom to offer a flexible solu-
tion based on the needs of the end user.

Security, the United Nations, diplomatic
services, local councils and transport have

ties. ASTRID will therefore provide
the Belgian PSS sector with the
option to use commercial 3G net-
works via a specific service. ASTRID
also takes on the role of mobile virtu-
al network operator (MVNO) by
offering services via third-party net-
works.

Using an ASTRID subscriber
identity module (SIM) card, the vari-
ous PSS services will be able to
access databases safely, systematical-
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seen the main uptake of dPMR in Europe
and other areas of the world, he said.

Kenwood has a well-established distri-
bution network with local knowledge that
helps its FDMA push. “Covering all of
Europe, Middle East and Africa (EMEA) is
tough as the markets differ so much in
terms of specification, regulation, currency,
import regulations, language and culture,
so these local relationships are all impor-
tant,” Atkins said.

“When you look at the numbers, FDMA
in both analog and digital is still by far the
most prevalent technology out there,” the
Icom spokesman said. “We see plenty of
room for both FDMA and TDMA solutions
in the market, but every radio manufacturer
out there, bar TETRA-only suppliers, is still
earning the mainstay of their business rev-
enue from FDMA in one form or another.
NXDN and dPMR just add to what has
already been a reliable radio platform for
decades.”

ly and quickly, as well as send and
exchange documents, emails, photos
and videos via all existing 3G and
future 4G networks in Belgium.
While ASTRID SIM cards have a
preferred network, they will automat-
ically switch to another network the
moment that coverage is lost.
ASTRID said communications from
PSS services must always be given a
high priority on the network. The car-
rier provides high availability, and

www.RRImag.com



More than real-time, a public safety agency needs
anywhere access and sharing of multimedia
information to save lives.

This requires ‘Dynamic Communications’, an end-to-end
broadband network supporting advanced data and
video applications on top of mission critical voice.
It provides visual information and multimedia
collaboration services between agencies, enabling
360° situation awareness.

Alcatel-Lucent's Dynamic Communications for
Public Safety ensures secure, real-time
communications that enhance decision-making
and safety everywhere - because every second
counts when calling for help.

Learn more, visit www.alcatel-lucent.com/publicsafety
and see new backhaul, LTE/FirstNet applications at
APCO - Booth 745.
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guarantees security and offers support
24/7 via the ASTRID Service Centre.

ASTRID divided the project into
three components. Companies could
tender for one, two or all three com-
ponents. The contract was awarded in
April.

The following three companies
submitted the best offers for each
component:

® Component 1 — Halys, with
responsibility for the development,
supply and management of the
ASTRID SIM cards;

m Component 2 — Belgacom, with
responsibility for the roaming hub,
data travel and resources for manage-
ment and telecom integration with
ASTRID; and

® Component 3 — Astrium, with
responsibility for the supply of equip-
ment for the management and control
of all crucial functions of the service
management.

ASIA/PACIFIC

ASTANA, Kazakhstan — Thales,
with industrial partner Company
AGAT (Kazakhstan), announced serv-
ice of one of central Asia’s largest
TETRA radio networks with the
Republic of Kazakhstan security
forces. Thales and AGAT deployed
the network across the entire country
for the Kazakhstan Ministry of the
Interior.

Thales’ solution provides nation-
wide mobile voice and data services,
enabling the ministry and its various
agencies to better serve the communi-
ty and improve security for citizens.
In addition, the network architecture
ensures a high level of resilience and
availability to support the country’s
security forces in their missions, even
in the event of a major incident or cri-
sis, company officials said.

Thales delivered and commis-
sioned a total of 84 radio relay sites

Get More News

Daily news at RRImag.com

and deployed supervision stations in
16 cities around Kazakhstan to moni-
tor and locate mobile equipment.

“The solution we have deployed
meets all our customer’s require-
ments, particularly the ability of each
site to provide a complete operational
service even when disconnected from
the core network,” said Jean-Michel
Lagarde, Thales deputy senior vice
president in charge of secure commu-
nications and information systems.
“Our customer has commended us for
the level of commitment of the Thales
teams during deployment and com-
missioning and into the support
phase.”

MIDDLE EAST/AFRICA
TANGIERS, Morocco — Cassidi-
an completed the integrated security
system for the protection of Tanger
Med harbor in northern Morocco. The
Integrated MARitime SECurity

Ve

MIDIANS
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Midian’s NEW GPS Speaker |\/|ICS

e |ocation reporting options:

e PTT: Reports GPS coordinates when the user presses and/or releases the PTT button.
e Man-Down/Lone Worker: When the unit receives no user interaction or detects a lack of motion the
unit will send an Emergency ANI with the GPS coordinates.
e Query: The dispatcher can poll individual units for their location (except TS-120-SM1G)
e Decode capabilities: Selective Call, Query, Radio Disable/Enable, Remote Monitoring (except TS-120-SM1G)
e More than 16 million system ID’s for system privacy of GPS data.
e Displays location in Midian’s CAD-800 with a Google Earth interface.

email: sales@midians.com e website: www.midians.com e phone: 1.800.643.4267 ¢ 520.884.7981
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Midian’s GPS speaker microphones operate as normal speaker microphones for portable two-way radios, but offer the benefits of GPS

location reporting. The GPS Speaker Mics are available with voice security options. These include the VS-1200-SM1G frequency domain
scrambler, VS-115-SM1G, rolling double inversion scrambler, VS-1150-SM1G double inversion scrambler and the VS-1050-SM1G voice
inversion scrambler. Midian’s GPS Speaker Mics offer the following features:

www.RRImag.com
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(IMARSEC) system is now in full
operation.

The system encompasses video
surveillance and video content analy-
sis, maritime surveillance, an access
control system that includes biometry
and optical character recognition, a
public address system, a communica-
tions network and a control room. The
integrated security system combats
illegal immigration, terrorist attacks
and smuggling on the territory of
Africa’s biggest port.

Cassidian also installed its port
security management system, allow-
ing operators to manage the integrated
subsystems with a single, unified
interface. The system is operated by
most of the port security authorities
such as customs and police, thereby
fostering cooperation between these
organizations.

Once Tanger Med II, the extension
of the current facilities, has been com-
pleted in 2015, the harbor will have a
total capacity of 8.5 million 20-foot
equivalent unit (TEU), making it the
biggest port in the Mediterranean Sea.
The construction of Tanger Med was
launched in 2004, and the first com-
mercial operations began in 2007.
Cassidian began the project in 2008.

INTERNATIONAL
NEWMARKET, Suffolk, United
Kingdom — Cobham acquired
Axell Wireless, provider of distrib-
uted antenna systems (DAS) and
wireless coverage solutions, for up to
£85 million (US$130.3 million).
Cobham paid an initial £60 million
(US$92 million) for the business with
a further conditional cash considera-
tion of up to £25 million (US$38.3
million) being payable during 2014
and 2015, contingent on future per-
formance.

Axell will continue to be led by the
existing management team operating
within Cobham’s Antenna Systems
Strategic Business Unit, part of Cob-
ham’s Aerospace and Security Divi-
sion. The acquisition of Axell will
enable Cobham to accelerate its focus

Get More News
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Singapore Awards Safe
City Project to 4 Consortia

our consortia led by Accenture, AGT

International, Cassidian and NEC
Asia Pacific were selected to participate
in the Safe City Test Bed spearheaded by
the Safety and Security Industry Program
Office (SSIPO). The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) and the Singapore Eco-
nomic Development Board (SEDB)
established the SSIPO to develop a safe-
ty and security industry with innovation
capabilities.

The consortia were selected after a
call for collaboration, which invited com-
panies to submit proposals for an innova-
tive safe city concept in Singapore based
on an information-sharing model devel-
oped by selected government agencies.
For 15 months, the government agencies
and consortia will work closely to build
and test solutions to enhance the agen-
cies’ operational capabilities and optimize
the use of resources.

The Safe City Test Bed aims to
enhance innovation capacity in industry to
create new solutions that enable govern-
ment agencies to integrate information
and sensors in an automated manner,
and derive analytical insights all in real
time. These capabilities, built on top of
existing operating systems, are expected
to improve situational awareness, intera-
gency coordination and anticipation of
security threats while optimizing the use
of manpower.

The project includes the development
and live testing of innovative technologies
and advanced analytics, such as video
content, e-sensing and smart city sen-
sors. This will provide added intelligence
and operational benefits to the govern-

on the commercial marketplace. Fur-
ther it provides Cobham access to the
DAS and wireless coverage segment
with an additional customer base in an
adjacent market.

“Working with Cobham, a pioneer
in RF, antenna and wireless technolo-
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TN Singapore

ment agencies involved — police and civil
defense forces — as well as public urban

transport, environmental and utility agen-

cies, with the objective of keeping Singa-

pore safe and secure.

“Technology is a force multiplier that
can help government agencies cope with
the increasing demands and complex
security challenges that arise from rapid
urbanization,” said Anselm Lopez, co-
director of the SSIPO and MHA director of
capability development and international
partnerships.

By partnering with industry in the test
bed, the Singapore government aims to
achieve two objectives: leverage the
expertise and resources of the private
sector to develop new capabilities not yet
available in the market to enhance its effi-
ciency and effectiveness, while at the
same time build up the safety and security
industry in Singapore to tap its high
growth potential in the region.

Singapore’s experience in the Safe
City Test Bed will provide insights on how
technology and analytics can aid urban
management and public safety and will be
shared at World Cities Summit 2014.

gies provides Axell with a great
opportunity to extend our leadership
in the DAS and coverage market,”
said Ian Brown, CEO of Axell Wire-
less. “We expect as a result of joining
Cobham to be able to present our
customers with an enhanced set of

www.RRImag.com
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The MX921 repeater/base station now upgradable to a

P25 digital repeater with the addition of the T92 option.
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solutions, complementary technolo-
gies, and a wider and more compre-
hensive global presence.”

Cobham executives said Axell’s
markets have been growing strongly,
driven by rapidly increasing demand
for indoor mobile data traffic and
more stringent public-safety regula-
tions that support the ability of emer-
gency services to communicate within
large buildings and at international
events. Axell has about 250 employ-
ees worldwide and is headquartered in
Chesham, United Kingdom.

DERBY, United Kingdom —
Radio communications company
Simoco Group rebranded its four
regional businesses under the unified
brand name Simoco. This will apply
to Simoco EMEA (formerly Team
Simoco), Simoco Americas, Simoco
Australasia (formerly ComGroup)
and Simoco Asia Pacific.

The rebrand to create a single

Get More News
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dPMR, DMR Manufacturers
Complete Interoperability Tests

wo separate sets of interoperability
tests were conducted among vendors
of two digital technologies.

The dPMR Association held its latest
interoperability testing session in April at
JVC Kenwood headquarters in Shin Koya-
su, Japan. Eleven firms manufacture digi-
tal Private Mobile Radio (dPMR) gear.

JVC Kenwood, Icom and Kirisun suc-
cessfully completed the tests overseen by
Derek Love, chairman of the Technical
Working Group of the dPMR Association.
The tests confirmed all products meet
European Telecommunications Standards
Institute (ETSI) Standards TS 102 658
Modes 1 and 2.

JVC Kenwood completed tests for
repeaters, mobile radios and portables.
Icom completed tests for portables and
mobile radios. Kirisun completed tests for

portable equipment to Mode 1 of dPMR.

Separately, the DMR Association com-
pleted three successful Digital Mobile
Radio (DMR) interoperability test sessions.
Two sessions were for DMR Tier 3 (trunk-
ed operation), and the third session was
for Tier 2 (conventional operation).

The Tier 2 tests took place between
Selex ES and Simoco. The Tier 3 sessions
took place between Selex ES (infrastruc-
ture) and Hytera (terminals) and Selex ES
(infrastructure) and Tait Communications
(terminals).

The completion of these tests brings
the total number of DMR manufacturers
offering DMR interoperability (IOP) certi-
fied Tier 2 products to eight, those offering
DMR IOP certified Tier 3 products to four,
and the number of completed DMR bilater-
al test sessions to 15.

When stable and reliable radio
data communications are the

highest priority,

HAL Communications

can deliver at
lower costs.

HAL Communications CLOVER modems are
known for their stable and reliable transmission of

fax, email, chat and data over radio. Field proven in

the most remote and inhospitable locations around the
world, HAL Communications have been partnering with
system integrators to provide proven solutions to meet the

developing requirements of primary and backup data

communications solutions covering large geographic regions.

HAL meets the needs of system integrators through product
development, customization, and integration.

Visit us at DSEIl at booth N4-462 within the USA Pavilion

E-Mail: halcomm@halcomm.com
Phone: (217) 367-7373 FAX (217) 367-1701
P. O. Box 365 - Urbana, IL 61803-0365 USA
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MobilitySound is a radio accessory design company which develops accessories for rugged two-way radio applications,
Qur high-quality design technology delivers state-of-the-art of product performance, and enables operation under
outdoor and difficult environments. We offer PCBA, reference design, and technical documentation to facilitate
customers adopting our products. Using MobilitySound's reference design and assistance from our highly capable
support team, customers can focus their attention on product differentiation. Our solutions are targeted at
applications such as Bluetooth Accessories, GPS for Mobiles and Portables, Wireless PTT, etc. We can
provide customers a competitive edge through customized designs and application specific solutions.

MobilitySound Technology
5F, No.100, Jian 1st Road, ZhongHe Dist.
New Taipei City #235, Taiwan
TEL; +886-2-2223-2377
FAX: +886-2-2223-1968
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corporate identity includes the launch
of Simoco’s new global website,
which provides detailed product
information and support from one
platform, structured to deliver region-
ally specific content.

“We look forward to continuing
our investment in new technology,
supporting our dealers and distribu-
tors through our global partner pro-
gram, and creating new solutions for
our customers,” said Ian Carr, CEO
of Simoco Group.

“What this means for our existing
customers is that it will be business
as usual as we continue to supply
exciting and innovative products and
deliver exceptional customer service.
Our mission remains clear and simple
— to build on our expertise in devel-
opment and distribution of radio
communications products across the
world, succeeding through innova-
tion, integrity and teamwork.”

CAMBRIDGE, United Kingdom
— Sepura unveiled new branding
of recently acquired 3T Communi-
cations. The rebranding reflects the
expansion of Sepura’s activities with
3T Communications, a TETRA
infrastructure supplier, to deliver a
complete end-to-end TETRA solu-
tion.

To consolidate its assimilation
into Sepura, 3T Communications
will become Sepura Systems. Sepu-
ra’s new look reflects the integration
of the two companies and marks the
organization’s transition from the
design and manufacture of TETRA
digital radios to provider of full criti-
cal communications solutions.

“Through the acquisition of 3T
Communications, we have signifi-
cantly strengthened our competitive
position, whilst underlining our drive
to further enhance shareholder
value,” said Gordon Watling, Sepu-
ra’s CEO. “It’s therefore appropriate
that our branding should reflect the
integration of the two business
strands, and Sepura’s transition to a
‘one-stop shop’ that addresses all of
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UAE Considers 700 MHz for
Public-Safety Broadband Spectrum

he United Arab Emirates (UAE) set
T aside spectrum in the 700 and 800
MHz bands for broadband services and
said 2 by 10 megahertz of spectrum could
be set aside for public protection and dis-
aster relief (PPDR) applications.

This sets the stage for potential inter-
operability with the United States for pub-
lic-safety broadband.

The UAE Telecommunications Regula-
tory Authority (TRA) announced its band
plan for 700 MHz and released spectrum
in the 800 MHz band for mobile broad-
band services. “The TRA believes that
allocating these bands to mobile broad-
band with the equivalent global device
ecosystems will best serve the UAE public
interest, driving down costs and minimiz-
ing interference along borders,” a state-
ment said.

By combining the 800 MHz band plan
for Europe, Middle East and Africa
(EMEA) with the lower duplexer (2 by 30
megahertz) as a baseline of the Asia
Pacific (APT) 700 MHz band, UAE will be
the first country in the region to reap the
benefits of both bands, which will support
affordable network roll